Good Cleaning Practices
Outdoor Washing Activities
Storm drains connect directly to our local streams, creeks, and rivers. Unlike the water from our
taps, water flowing into the storm drains is not treated and will pollute the environment.
General Washing
 Avoid cleaning equipment outside.
 Do not pour or direct wash water into a storm drain.
 Use non-toxic or less hazardous cleaning products whenever possible.
 If cleaning must occur outside:
 Conduct cleaning on pervious or grassy areas and away from storm drains
OR contain and collect wash water using a drain plug or berm.
 Properly dispose of wash water in a pervious or grassy area, sanitary sewer,
liquid waste hauler, or as hazardous waste in accordance with wash water
type (i.e., non-hazardous vs hazardous).
 Properly store cleaning products in labeled containers.
 Do not pour oil, transmission fluid or other such liquids down the storm drain.
 Oily equipment should be cleaned in a parts washer.
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Pressure Washing

Vehicle Washing

Cleaning Up Spills

 Avoid pressure washing
and stripping.

 Use a commercial car wash.

 Immediately clean up spills with
dry absorbent materials.

 Use mechanical cleaning methods
such as sweeping or scraping
(wire brushes) prior to or in place
of pressure washing. Water is
conserved and the sweepings can
be easily contained and placed in
the trash.

 If a commercial carwash facility is
not available, wash your vehicle
away from any storm drains
on a grassy surface without
detergents.

 DO NOT hose down.
 Use dry methods for spill cleanup
(sweeping, cat litter, other
absorbent materials).
 Dispose of used absorbent
materials in plastic bag and
dispose of in a trash dumpster.

Report Illegal Dumping or Spills By One of the Following:
 Call the Stormwater Complaint Hotline at (703) 777-0117
 Send an email to stormwater@loudoun.gov
 Visit www.loudoun.gov/stormwater-complaint
 Use the Mobile App Loudoun Express Request (LEx) www.loudoun.gov/lex
Visit www.loudoun.gov/hhw for proper disposal options of Household Hazardous Waste

